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Companion guides to this are; 

• A Course Planner’s Simple Guide to 

Achieving Best Digital Print 

• A Digital Press Operator’s Guide 

to Process Orienteering Maps 

http://www.mapsport.net.au/


MapSport.net.au 

Content 

·OCAD and PDF 

·Condes and EPS 

·Screen Snaps 

·Footnote 

 

 

 

 
· Credit is due to Jim Russell for key contributions to this guide. 
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ISOM 2000 & Overprint 

This ISOM being 

over 10 years 

old, overprint is 

considered only 

for CMYK offset 

printing. 

Nowadays, we 

can achieve 

overprint on 

many digital 

presses.  

Note:  

transparency is 

not the same as 

overprint. 
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OCAD & PDF Overview 

OCAD 

•Tick Overprint column of course purple in the 
colour table 

•Export PDF 

Prepress 

•Digital press operator sets on Composite 
Overprint in EFI Fiery RIP Command Work 
Station 

•Or in equivalent Creo or other RIP management 
software 
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Condes v8 & EPS Overview 

Condes 

•Tick Overprint effect in Course Layout | Setup 
Overprint 

•Set course purple to RGB 204 0 255 

•Export EPS unless importing course to OCAD in 
which case proceed to OCAD Process 

Prepress 

•Digital press operator sets on Composite Overprint 
in EFI Fiery RIP Command Work Station 

•Or in equivalent Creo or other RIP management 
software 



Screen Snaps 



MapSport.net.au 

OCAD Overprint 

When using overprint effect, course purple (#39) does not have to be under 
other colour layers.  

Note this colour table also has out-of-bounds purple (#33) with overprint effect. 
If underlying detail diminishes the visibility of those warning symbols, then turn 
off overprint for that colour.  
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Condes v8 Overprint 

This selection 

provides the 

same effect as 

ticking Overprint 

in OCAD colour 

table.  

If importing 

course to 

OCAD, check 

that the Condes 

purple which is 

inserted into the 

colour table, has 

Overprint ticked 
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Condes v8 Course Purple 

In test printing Bush Rangers ‘09 maps, Jim and Ken discovered that some 

RGB purple combos would not produce overprint effect.  

RGB 204 0 255 (= CMYK 20 100 0 0) does work.  
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Condes v8 Export EPS 

Export PDF is the 
only means of 
getting a high 
resolution vector 
map file from 
Condes.  

Printing to PDF 
produces a raster 
file which is 
generally not 
acceptable. 

If you don’t have 
Adobe Acrobat to 
convert the EPS 
files to PDF, then 
ask the printer to 
do it so you can 
visually check.   
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EFI Command Work Station 

Critical settings 
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ISOM Overprint Spec 

ISOM 2000 p7 
specifies that 
overprint be 
used in CMYK 
print for these 
colours; 

• Violet 

• Black 

• Brown 

• Blue 

• Green. 

These are 
usually ticked in 
a new OCAD file 
as at right. 

 



Addendum 
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Footnote 

·ISOM mandates overprint effect for course purple. 

·Recent IOF literature appears to assume that it is 
achievable for digital print only via complex 
workarounds.  

·Working with Jim Russell in preparing Bush Rangers 
’09 course maps for printing, Jim noticed that some 
test prints had overprint effect for course purple.  

·We nailed the relevant settings for EPS files. 

·I thought overprint should also be possible from PDF 
files but had no incentive to investigate until recently 
asked to help with ACTOA WRE maps. 

·Eureka! And it is so easy. Despite the lack of 
reference in IOF literature, I would be surprised if 
others haven’t discovered this also. 
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The End 

Thunderplump. 28 Sep 2011. Melbourne’s heaviest rainfall in 25 years. 


